
Had the people of England obeyed 
ihe precept to eschew violence and 
maintain order, the liberties of this 
country wodd never have been 
obtained/ 

W. E. 0LADSTONE 
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'J^HE alarm with which the nomi' 
nation of Senator Ban^' Gold- 
waier as Republican candidate for 
the American pnssidential elections 
is viewed in many quarters in the 
Umied Stales and generally, outside, 
makes nonsense of the propaganda 
put out by the same oreans of Mass 
Comnium'calions over the years, that 
the United States is the hasuon of 
Democracy, the democratic w'orid'S 
defence against the forces of anu- 
frecdom and dictatorship. For if 
the nomination of one man can 
threaten alJ that it is alleged has 
been achieved h\ the past years iq 
the diresetion of the peaceful Settle- 
mem. of the political differences 
dividing the world, one cannot but 
conclude that the democratic basis 
of ihc American way of life goes no 
deeper than the quality^ of its Presi- 
dem. And therefore it could be 
said that more solid steps towards 
democracy have been taken in 
countries such as the Sovtci Union, 
(where most “experts'* would agree 
that the kind of personal power en¬ 
joyed by a Stalin is no longer 
possible), than in the United Slates 
where so-called democratic pro¬ 
cesses can throw up as potential 
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Gold water or Poverty? 


leader of the nation a man, describ¬ 
ed by James Cameron as "a racist^ 
a bigot and an anachronism, whose 
fanatically principled jingoism the 
world may yet find time to rue”. 

The fallacy in the aTgumeiil is, In 
our opinion, that in fact the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States does not 
possess unlimited power. The out¬ 
standing feature of Kennedy's years 
at the White House was that he did 
not succeed in getting any of his 
social reforms adopted by Congress 
—and in spite of the fact that the 
Democrats have a majority botii in 
Congress and in the Senate, It is 
said that it is in the field of foreign 
policy that the President enjoys 
considerable powers yet here again 
it is one thing to propose a line of 
action and quite another to actually 
carry' it out. 

The choice of Goldwater rather 


than one of the other contenders 
doesn't prove very much. Is there 
in any case all that much difference 
between him and ^ Scranton, a 
Rockefeller an Eiserihower or a 
Nixon? As Karl Meyer, the New 
Smesjfians American correspondent 
points out 

Whal fiappenetl was not so much’ a 
victory for Goldiivater or the cranky and 
narrow principles, he espouses, as it was 
a defeat for ihe Eastern establishment 
that has dominared every Republican 
convcnlion since Harding was nominated 
in 1910- Nol since the Bryan Demo¬ 
crats rose up in wrath against Grover 
Cleveland and (he Eastern "gold busts" 
has anything like this been seen in US 
politics. 

It would seem therefore that 
Goldwater is “in” simply because 
the party machine wanted to keep 
other contenders out Do we know, 
however, to what extern the party 


machine represents the overwhelm- 
ing wishes of the Party's supporters? 
James Cameroo in the Dmfy Herald 
observes that “the exiraordinaTy 
moral of all this Is how frighten¬ 
ingly vulnerable is an inarliculate 
nation to the pressures of an efficient 
party machine” and refers to “a 
phenomenon surely without prece¬ 
dent in political histoiy which is 

to havo the vast majority of delegates 
in the second great party of the land 
committed to the support of a man 
whom three-quarters of the American 
electorate regard with distaste, if not 
fear. 
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B INDUSTRIAL NOTES 


THE posrmiasjiASE. 


Despite appeals from union leader 
Mr. Ron Smith, to ittium to normal 
working, postmen coniinued with their 
unofficial action. This mostly took the 
form of bans on overtime and a w'ork- 
lo-reie. This action was widespread, 
affecting not only London but also miiny 
places throughout the country, including 
Bristol. Glasgow. Edinburgh. Nuneaton, 
Newcastle. Derby. Wolverhampton, Not¬ 
tingham and Southampton. 

Further w-alk-outs occurred when the 
G.P.O, posted up their special notices 
iclJiitg siaff that the men who ''deserted 
their posts" cither during the previous 
week-end or during the official one day 
sinke on Dvursday. will lost their pay 
and that the “privilege” of sick leave 
without a ccnificate was withdrawn for 
ihe strike. 

The notice goes on: — 

"I. Every otlicer on entering the Rost 
Office signs a declaration to the effect 
that he has read and fully understands 
ecrtiim provisions of the law designed 
to help the Post Office and its staff to 
render iheir essential duties to Che 
public. 

2. Any breach of the Post Office or 
Telegraph Acta may lead (n prosecution. 

3. J>isobedicncc of any offtdal in¬ 
struction makes an official liable to 
suspension without pay and to discip¬ 
linary penalties including dismissal. 

4. .All officer^! are liable to aJteratiun 
of (heir duties to meet emergencies, lu 
give such cxiru altendauce us the needi: 
of the iervicjc may demand, and to per- 
iorni Sunday duly when necessary. 

Men stopped work at Mount PlisiMrit. 
Birkenhead. Norw'ich, Romford. Sbeiri- 
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eld. Dover, Hereford and Hammersmith 
and at Sw'ansca. WirtchestLT, and 
Hastings, postmen started a ban on over¬ 
time. Postmen regarded these notices 
as ”iminiidation”. Mr. Downes, a lop 
G.P.O. London official said they were 
not intended to be provocative and Mr. 
Ron Smith described them M ”ham- 
handed". 

No doubt, as far as the G.P.O. is 
concerned, these notices are a routine 
matter, but the thing is the postmen are 
quite aware of tiieir responsibilities. As 
Mr. Smith said, "They do not tell post¬ 
men anything that their commoosense 
docs not already tell them. After all, 
no man would go on strike, leaving a 
registered bag in the middle of the 
floor”. 

It seems to me that the whole attitude 
of the 0,P.O. to the postmen is one 
of the 19th century master, servant rela¬ 
tionship, Postmen are not just em¬ 
ployees but, as these noilccii show, 
screams as wxdl with special services to 
perform. They have shown that they 
are skk lo death with this attitude of 
the G.P.O- arid the pay dispute has 
sliown up a number of grievances. First 
of all, on the question of wages, it 
seenifr that for the essential service the 
postmen provide for society, they have 
had a raw deal. Due to a tack of mili¬ 
tancy, the nature of the job, and heing 
Government cmpfoyecs. the wages of 
pcrtirnen arc low. As far back as J95l, 
iJiti weekly average was IK,- lower ihtin 
tJiat of workers m the man u fa el ii ring 
industry. In 1956. the wages had im¬ 
proved und the average was 12/- lower, 
but vincD then, while wages in the niaiut- 
factoring industry have increased hy 
40 ,, postmen have only hud u 24 
inereuse and the weekly average is now 
£2-113 hiwer. 

To get any 111 mg like a deeeril Wagv, 
overtime has lo be worked, 'this is 
easy in pluGfni like Z tmdim, Liverpool. 
Mundiester and other big cities whieb 
de^i with It heavy volume of mail and 
have siulT shortage, llui there arc numy 
places where overtime working is not 
necessaiy und the postmen take home 
what in mosi cases wilt be the lower 
provinciat mle of £11 15s,. deduc¬ 
tions. 

On tup of all Ibis is the discipline of 
(ho offices. Any small deviation from 
tbu rules is usually punished by loss of 
pay. An example of this ts the man 
who had 4 hours wages stopped for 
having spent 20 minutes in the toileL, 
and this in spite of the fact that the 


man was obviously illilDf courM ihera 
is rby Heffi appljAD.Vi.ttit pohimea know 

T>y now that it is jusr aiwaste ol ume ns 


they are usually unsut^s^ful. 

Lateness is a very serious offence and 
often can result in the loss of either 
half or a whole day^ss pay- Gf course 
the diSH.iplinc does not affect the post¬ 
men on the rounds sd; much* ulthough 
loss of wages is incurred for misdelivery. 
In fact the G.P,0. seems to be a State 
within a State, with Ks own tsci of offi¬ 
cials w^ho see that the poslmert follow 
reguEalions and dish out punishment if 
these are broken. One of the attractions 
of the job. providing you can stick it 
out that long. Is the pension scheme, 
ihe maximum after 40 years being half 
pay with a lump sum equivalent lo li 
years* pay. 

Even without the official one day's 
sirikc, the postmen's uwn direct action 
had caused enormous pile-ups of mail. 
Thu Piisimastur General had to suspend 
all deliveries of parcels, printed paper 
services and unaddressed circulars. What 
will he the outcome of this dispute? 
Mr, Smith, knowing the feeling of the 
rank and file, obviously had to take 
some action and the strike has been 
described by some as necessary to "let 
off steam". This move by the unions 
is not so much to enforce the full de- 
nuind of I0J%P but as a means to 
Testore the disciplined loyalty" lo the 
union. If no official action had been 
taken, then the whole thing might have 
got out of union control, as it very 
nearly did anyway. 

Mr. Smith b now out for a quick 
sutllcmeiu of about 6— 1%. An in¬ 
crease in this region has been suggcNted, 
with perhaps a recall of the Armtiuge 
Committee of hiquiii to lind out what 
they meant by thdr feconimeiidativni 
that the G.l',0, and the iiriinn hold 
"cuiisiriictivu and lespoubihlc negotiEi- 
lions". II was the repeat LT|lt;r of 4 , 
in the iiegoljaiiiiiiN tliat fullaweiJ the 
rupiiit on the Inquiry tiuit Hiiirled the 
present iliNpiUc. 

Mr, WoixlcDck of the I’.thC. has 
already parted htK pC'tcc ovcrturc.s and 
more of these c«u bu cxpeiied from 
him and Mr, Smith. It is up to the 
pi^^men lo reject any compromise that 
may bo negotiated for them, The time 
is now ripe lo win tiieir fu|j demands 
and an interim award of iOJ „ should 
be the aim. After all this is in lino 
with the Govcrnmenl appointed inquiry. 
Thu posimcn have aJi^fady shown their 
ilrenglh in the unofficial action taken 
last week and they shf^uld he prepared 
for further actioti of tills kind. 

PT* 


We would suggest, however that, 
in that case the American people 
cannot see the wood for the trees. 
The problem is the body-politic, on 
wbich the Gold waters are mere 
pimples. The fact is that Gold- 
water if elected in November will 
no more change the situation in the 
United States for the worse than 
could Kennedy for the better. 

Obviously the considerable inter¬ 
est over the Goldwater nomloation 

itiif Brms t i mss is 



- BOOM - BUST 


John Bloom ihe self-d^lared 
monopoly-buster has gone "bust” 
after four glorious—and profitable 
years. And ii was inevitable that 
he should because he wanted to eat 
his cake and have it, because be 
wanted to fight the monopffsts and 
at the same time be one himsetf; 
because he wanted to cock a snook 
at the established pillars of capital¬ 
ism and at the same time use them 
for his own ends. But because they 
had solid foundations in the City 
they could just lei clever John have 
all the rope he wanted . . , to hang 
himself. Of course Bloom has. by 
all accounts, feathered his nest> and 
during his heyday his salesmen 
earned princely commissions, and 
Sir Isaac Wolfson was getting a cool 
10 per cent- as money lender to 
Bloom's clients, not to mention the 
advertising agents and ihe news- 
pa jiers, And even the shareholders 
were for a time on a goldmine, so 
one is not going to waste one's tears 


on the widows and orphans hit by 
the collapse of Bloom's Empire, 


AttthBketion Appeal 


fbu "Ha^artls Aif VVitiiig ' ItuHvi was 
recctulv rc-drafted and rev lied and wc 
arc nmv ready U> star I dupheating 
lO.tKM) uf llvsc. VVe have gui iho ink 
and papur but find we nru %horl of 
luomsy lt> meet the bills. This buh 
happened before but has been got over 
by thu usual 2 or 3 comrades giving 
money to the fundfi. If more comrades 
would give some cash it would be 
appieciiiledL especially by the 2 or 3. 

Could comrades who owe money for 
anti-cluclion maienal please pay up if 
possible. for we assure you we need 
the money, Diis is urgent! 

All money to Bill Sticker. 17a, Max- 
well Road. Fulham, S,W,6, 

ANTI-ELECTtON COMMlTtm 


gLOOM entered the washing 
machine market when it was 
"expanding” and the established 
manufacturers could well afford to 
tolerate the "pirate” in their midst 
When by last year he had not only 
cornered a third of the home mar¬ 
ket. but it was also showing signs 
of saluraliom the ‘‘big boys” de'* 
cided ii was time to fight* Mces 
were slashed, improved models- in¬ 
troduced, so much so that Bloom 
was obliged to iuteasify his publicity^ 


ably motivated more 
electoral con.siderations 
sincere concern with 
.American politics. It is the fond 
hope of the government to em¬ 
barrass Mr. Wilson and the Labour 
Party over their nuclear policy by 
pointing to the dangers lo Western 
security if someone like Goldwater 
gets into office, and to the need there¬ 
fore to retain the British nuclear 
”deterrenf'. And one can there¬ 
fore expect the Goldwater bogey lo 
feature prominently in Tory electoral 
propaganda during the coming 
months. What they won't discuss 
is the real lesson to learn from 
America: the existence of wide¬ 
spread poverty in the niidsl of wide¬ 
spread prosperity, both man made, 
both inevitable consequences of a 
free-for-all capitalism, such as the 
Tories in this countn^ advocate* 
Paul Johnson examines in detail 
“America: the Sick Giant” in last 
week's New Statesman and presents 
a picture of a machine-age hell 
beside which Goldwater appears as 

a small time pbfiti^ 


j 


Bloom blames his failure on 
everybody—“w'e are being squeezed 
by the banks and every^body”— 
everybody except himself. Yet his 
undoing was his rnegalomania, a 
case of success going to the head. 
He imagined that he alone could 
cut out all the shopkeepers and 
drive all the existing manufacturers 
of washing machines out of business. 
And he was so confident that he 
did not limit himself to washing 
machines but bmnehed off into 
cameras, travel* refrigerators> trading 
stamps. Some wilt argue that 
Bloom was a mo nopoly-busier and 
did have the effect of bringing 
down prices in all the commodities 
be handled, Thai is true. But be¬ 
cause he was a spiv rather than a 
Robin Hood: because he dreamed 
of being a tycoon and not a re¬ 
former, whatever benefits have ac¬ 
crued to the consumer by his assault 
on the capitalist citadel arc inciden¬ 
tal, short-lived, and. in the long 
term will almost certainly be can¬ 
celled out. 
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AROUND THE GALLERIES 


'CVERY major wort of an has 
fathered ils sterile brOod of miitators 
who in their aping of ihe style or subject 
matter of the arlisdc godhead have 
attempted to draw upon themselves a 
little of the divine light of public acclaim 
and the reflected gloiy* of another man's 
universal fame. But* though they guise 
their parodies behind . the labels of 
school, influence or disciple they are 
inesbtabiy foredoomed to the shadows 
of public indiflEerenoe for a work of art 
is by its very nature a thing unique in 
itself and all else can be hut pasricfie. 
There is always the ardsi who seeks to 
mntcrpret an accepted work of an 
through his own particular medium, yet 
if he fails, he has produced nothing, and 
if he succeeds he has created another 
work of an that exists by virtue of its 
own inherent talent but is forever forced 
to ride in forced captivity with another 
man's work, Shakespeare will always 
be cursed with Menedlssohn’s “Dream'" 
music, Peer Gyitt must perform to the 
violins of Grieg, John Gay's lilting 
comedy must always cany^ the Teutonic 
solemnity of Bredai's heavy-handed 
humour for magnificent though ih^e 
secondary works may be in themselves, 
they have by their unsought intrusions 
hecime the official bedfellows of an 
unwilling host. 

We can accept the illustrators of the 
latter classics for they carry the acco¬ 
lade of the author's approval and the 
work would be shorn of a minor peg 
if, for instance, the novels of Dickens 
appeared without the drawings of Phiz, 
for in these instances each, man worked 
in haimony with the other but the work 
of a Beardsley or a Moussorgsky out¬ 
lives its parasitical role to exist in its 
own right as minor masterpieces ham¬ 
pered only by meaningless fitl^ of 
interest simply to the pedant and the 
bistorian, for the work that these men 
chose to re-inierpret with brush and bow 
has long vani^ed into the Umbo of the 
third rate and the unremembered, 

Fiands Hewlett is a ihiny-four-year- 


old Cornish painter and he had decided 
that his first one-man show in London 
should be built around a group ot 
canvases dealing with his image of 
Captain Ahab, Be has used as his 
single and central theme that of Ahab's 
death by drowning, and we are shown 
this character from Melville's Moby 
Dick twisting and turning beneath the 
waters. 1 approached this exhibition at 
the New An Centre at 41 Sloane Street, 
S.W.L with partisan sympathy for Hew¬ 
lett states that he is a pacifct and an 
anarchist yet honesty demands that 1 
reject this work, 1 am at a loss to 
understand why an artist of Hewlett's 
sensidviiy should have ignored the uni- 
vei^l theme of death by drowning for 
what is but the cheap and unnecessary 
gimmick of using Melville’s name in a 
catalogue but that in itself is of small 
consequence for, as always^ the final 
judgment lies with the work and not 
the catalogue. 

There has grown up amongst the Cor¬ 
nish painters a group of young artists 
who with their use of local topography 
have truly earned the fide of regional 
painters. These young artists, of whom 
Shields was an outstanding example, 
brought into being a flowering of 
abstract work that owed its creation not 
to the work of American east-coast 
painters or the Mediterranean sun- 
worshippers but found its inspiraxion in 
the soft cold greens and greys of Com- 
walL Hewlett in his Ahab backgrounds 
is such an artist and in these passages 
he has produced some beautiful and 
lyrical work but superimposed on this 
fine work are the clumsy twisting forms 
of Ahab. Upon effects of light through 


water Hewlett has scrawled ihc^ unin¬ 
tentionally cornii!^ figures and in what 
would appear to Ijo an essay in painterly 
laziness he has not f>a‘tatcd, but scooped 
out his desire iq show moiion like a 
child doodling hi sand. 

His drawings I would dismiss as so 
much wall space fining and his “heads'^ 
a brave’ try but it is tlie tragedy cf this 
work that the artist should have sacri¬ 
ficed his magnificent Cornish back¬ 
grounds for the sake of a popular sub¬ 
ject matter. 

Lewin Bassingthwaighte ai the Picca¬ 
dilly gallery at l6a Cork Street, ’W.L^ 
offers twenty-three canvases of a brood¬ 
ing suburban house haunted by the 
figure of a puppet child. Only the house 
is real and the child climbs the lonely 
stairs to face the doors of silent and 
empty rooms while the cold white 
English light masks the windows with¬ 
out a view'. Captured in these minor 
works is the alien world that a child 
finds in a loveless house where laughter 
is a crime and horror is a paw-mark or 
a toy not in its ordered place and only 
the house is real. 

At the Quanias Gallery^ beneath their 
Piccadilly showToom (come fly with us 
to Australia), Sidney Nolan no longer 
amuses the Town with his series of Ned 
Kelly paimings. 

This Australian primitive painter came 
to London and caught the atteniion of 
the fashionable with his gay and badly 
painted studies of the Australian outlaw 
Ned Kelly. The Town, after their 
fa^on, loved him and for a few months 
it was heresy to dare to damn his work 
but now it is used as an excuse to coax 
people into an airline showroom. 

They are still the same gay, cheerful, 
slaphappy comic paintings of a few 
years ago but the Town has little use 
for past amusements so they hang there 


to be picked over by the critics and 
ignored by the hat/i roM. But let ns 
Wve the last words with Ned Kelly 
himself when he wrote to a Member of 
Parliament: "T am really astonished to 
see members of the Legislative Assembly 
led astray by^ such articles as the police, 
for while an outlaw reigns their pockets 
sW'ell: Tis double pay and country 


FREEDOM 

girls'; by concluding, as 1 have no more 
paper unless 1 rob tor ii. if I get 
justice 1 will cr>’ a go. For L need no 
lead or powder to revenge my cause, 
and if words be louder, I will oppose 
your laws vviih no offence (remember 
your railroads), and a sweet good-bye 
from Edward Kelly, a forced outlaw'.” 

Arto\jr Movse. 
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'^HOSE who know the real attitude of 
syndicalists towards parliament, 
know full well that our ignoring of par¬ 
liamentary methods is not as the mani¬ 
festo stales, because the present Labour 
Party in the House of Commons has 
failed to voice the real needs of the 
people. Our objection is a much more 
serious one, it is that parliament is pari 
of the decaying capitalist ivigime, an in- 
stimtion wholly unsuited to aff'ord the 
workers opponuniiies of getting control 
of the industries and the wealth pro¬ 
duced by the workers in these industries, 
We look upon parliantent as utterly 
unsuited to the enabling of the workers 
to apply their owm labour in the con- 
irolluig and ultimate owning of all 
wealth-producing agencies. Many mem¬ 
bers of the British Socialist Party claim 
for parliament that it is an excellent plat¬ 
form for propaganda purposes, but they 
frankly admit its uselessness for the pur- 
post of revolution and reconstruction of 
society. We declare it to be nor of the 
smallest value that there should be a 
few socialist speeches made in such a 
place. Such speeches would give the 
workers no power nor would they send 
fear to the hearts of the capitalists. 
Naturally the capitalists will fear nothing 
until they find out they are losing the 
power to control the working-class. Our 
syndicalist method is the encouragement 
of the working class to control itself. 
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npHE vi/ar to end war began 50 years 
ago, lasted four and a half years 
and killed eight miEion people. It 
shattered the s^mingly secure, com¬ 
fortable and optimistic worid of pre-i9l4 
and replaced it with the present age of 
doubt, insecurity and lack of confidence. 

The nkiiii bf 7u T9l 4 

the clashing of the various European 
capitalisms in their scrambles for 
markets, raw materials and profits. 
Crude nationalisms and military rival¬ 
ries were rampant and the various mbal 
feelings were joined together in pacts 
and alliances which embraced mosL 
of Europe. The above facts are still, 
fifty years after, too unpleasant for many 
people who prefer to believe that the; 
excuse for war (the assassination at 
Sarajevo) was the cause. 

When the British state found itself at 
war with the German state for the first 
time its first job was building up an 
atmosphere of hatred towards the Ger¬ 
mans. France had always been Britain's 
traditional enemy and the carefully 
built up climate of opinion regarding 
French inferioriiy (Agincourt, Waterloo, 
frogs, snails, etc.) had to be quickly 
back pedaUed and a wave of f^r, pre¬ 
judice and loathing directed at the 
Germans instead. This was easily done 
With the aid of ihc Fleet Street press 
which sunk to new depths and came up 
with vile stories of Huns raping nuns 
on tables, using priests as bell clappers 
and spearing Belgian children on bay¬ 
onets, roasting and eating them. The 
whole of German liteniture and history 
were ransacked in order to categorically 
prove that Ccmians are brutal, blood- 
thirsiy barbarians. Wagner, Luther 
e',en Goethe were dragged in while with 
Nici/xche, surely the world's most mis¬ 
quoted philosopher, they had a field day. 

It was quickly found that romafujc 
ideas of war were obsulele und the 
fighung iciLjcd into bitter suilematc with 
hundreds of juile^^ of opjsosiiig ifencbes 
surrounding the terntories of ilie central 
powers. Mud. lice, min. heat. cold. ga.v. 
sudden aiiacks and bomba rdjuenis made 
Jifu unspeakable. to break ibis dead¬ 
lock the allied miliiary Icadeis decided 
to fight a Wiij of attrition. This nream 
frequent large scale attacks, not in the 
serious hope of piercing the cncfny lines 
but simply to cause casualties. It was 
calculated that li the Germans, Austrians, 
etc., lost one man to every two or ihrec * 
of ihc attacking British aud French then 
the lauef. Vi'ith ihuir much larger 
supplies of man power, would ineviiably 
win when the slaughter had reached 
seveial million^- By ihc laws oi 
aurilion the Somme battle of 1&16 with 
half a million dead for an advance of 
half a mile was a great victory as was 
the 1917 campaign in Flanders when 
another half mill ion perished to capture 


THE GREAT WAR AND 



a few square miles of pulverised marsh¬ 
land. One ^nch coniribution to 
aitrition fightuik was lo use coloured 
colonial troops p the van of attacks. 
(TheyTe black our losses will be 
heavy). 

In 1917 Czarist Russia collapsed into 
revolution and ffiere were great mu limes 
in the French j^my and it seemed as 
though the Gi^an state would w'in. 
This prospect so worried the American 
financiers who were owed vast sums of 
money by the ^riiish and French for 
war supplies that the American state 
declared war on the German state to 
safeguard the in vestment. This inter¬ 
vention turned the tide and Germany 
collapsed. 

The Great War dealt a blow to the 
Left from which it has never really 
recovered. Nearly all the fine phrases 
about international solidarity and pro¬ 
letarian fratemify made by European 
socialists before ll 914 had proved to be 
just hot air. First the German, then 
the French, British and other socialist 
movements followed their governments 
into war. In Britain the only people to 
remain true to their beliefs were a few 
pacifists, some anarchists and some mem¬ 
bers of the LL.P. The nations trooped 
willingly 10 war fand one wonders wh.u 
the degree of boredom and frustration 
must iiave been to produce such an eager 
acceptance of violence and death. Only 
on the Eastern frpni where officers found 
it necessary to criain men to guns and iii 
the French 1917 muiinies were there any 
large scale refuels to fight. Biit as the 
slaughter progn;^d many nwn became 
bilUi'ly disiMurianed. among them the 
p»iet .Siegfried SassOon who at v.ir’s 
end wfoie:— 

'The boy;, arc buck. Bauds played and 
dags were flying: 

And crowds Yellow-ptcsainen lined 
the birtsel 

To cheer the si>ldiers who d rcfniined 
from dying, 

-■Snapping iheif bayonets on to charge 
the mob. 

Grim fusilier^ wj-oke ranks with glim 
of sieeL 

At last the boys had found a cushy job. 

I heiird the Vefiow-pressmen grunt and 
squeal; 

And with my trusty bombers turned 
and Went 

To clean the butchers Parliumeni, 
fsassoon's was unfulfilled and 


the troops returned quietly from the war 
to end war that didn't, to the land fit 
lor heroes to live in that wasn't. Many 
of the ex-soldiers became pacifists and 
nearly everybody was wise alter the 
event. The wave of anger and dis¬ 
illusionment continued for the next two 
decades but when war came again in 
1959 it had new ideological dressings 
and most of the pledged pacifists sup¬ 
ported the new slaughter. 

<sja 

4: 

The herd instincts, blind obedience, 
mental conformity, readiness lo follow 
leaders and general anti-life manifesta¬ 
tions that sent unprotescing armies to 
their deaths with millions of non-com- 
baiants cheering, half a centtiry' ago are 
still with us, sdll as strong as ever. 
Today however they reveal themselves in 
different ways in keeping with ihe 
changes that have taken place in pro¬ 
duction techniques and in the needs of 
capitalism. Whereas a man fifty years 
ago received a pittance and heeded the 
recruiting poster he liowadays veiy^ often 
owns a car, television and a wide range 
of consumer goods and usually has no 
otiier aim but to want more. He is 
just as mtieh a slave of the financiers, 
bminwashers, advertisers, etc., sitting be* 
fore his telly as his grandfather was 
charging through the machine-gun 
barrage. The superficial nuuerial af- 
ftuence of today is merely a leffecrion 
of the greater productive capacity of 
modern industiy'- The welfare state 
exists only because ill-health and in¬ 
security were ihrcaiening the smooth 
running of industry. Modem educaiion 
exists because eoniplex industrial tech¬ 
niques require highly trained operators. 

In the s.xme way that the increase in 
nuiertal wealth occurs to suit capitalism 
so docs the general liberalisation that is 
taking place. You can walk around 
wiih bare breasts, read Lady C., get 
junky drugs on the national health, sec 
nudist liln>s, be a voodooisi or tree 
worshipper—and uli in the secure know'- 
iedge that ihe authorities (except for a 
tew old-fashioned ones) don't care. The 
people who prophecied that pennitting 
the people grcaier freedom would spell 
the doom of capitalism were quite 
wrotig. It has simply caused more 
people to come lo support the present 
system, A man uncntplc>y<^d in 1931 was 
a militant socialisi perhaps even a 
communist. What is he today? If he 


There is absolutely no agency in exist¬ 
ence or projecied at all suitable to this 
great work except the industrial organ¬ 
izations of the workers. Industrial solid¬ 
arity is the one and only all-powerful 
agency through wliich and by which 
work can be controlled, all unemploy¬ 
ment solved, and capitalist exploitation 
stopped forever. Tom Maxn (1913). 

Democracy is that systenv of govern- 
ment under which a great free people* 
having 35*717,342 naiive-born adult 
whites to choose from, including thou¬ 
sands who are handsome and many who 
are wise, pick out a Coolidge to be head 
of the State. U is as if a hungry man, 
SCI before a banquet prepared by master 
cooks and covering a table an acre in 
area, should turn his back upon the feast 
and stay his stomach by caichmg and 
eating files. H. L. MencK£M. 

The reform you {English workmen] 
desire may give you more Lnffuence in 
Parliajneni: but your influence there will 
of course be useless to you—perhaps 
worse than useless—until you have 
wisely niade up your mind^s whai you 
wish Parliament to do for you; and 
when you have made up your minds 
about that, you will find, not only that 
you can do ir for yourselves without the 
intervenijou of Parliament, but that 
eventually nobody but yourselves can 
do in Joh 4 x Rusicin. 


is still a socialist he suppons a brand 
so nilld that ii is indisdnguishable from 
conservatism. It is to retain the votes 
of such people that the Labour Party 
has so watered down its programme. If 
Wilson and the Labour leaders did come 
up with a militant socialist policy their 
. yoio would slump he^ly. T he 

anarchism, pacifism, socialism, syndical¬ 
ism, etc. is the indifference, apathy and 
sometimes the hostility of the working 
class. 

The problem then is how to get people 
interested in anarchism. One way not 
to do it is that described in a recent very 
sensible leiier to Freedom and wait for 
(work for even) unemployment, bad 
laws, tyranny, starvation. The number 
of anarchists who yeam for the bad 
old days because it w^as easy to work 
up a jolly good hate is very small. It is 
a fact however, that li has been at 
times of crisis and misery that anar¬ 
chism has enjoyed its greatest support. 
Woodcock maintains that the heyday of 
Bniish anarchism was the iSSO's and 
lS9G's—two very lean decades with 
much slump and hardship. The Spanish 
war and the second world war gave it 
its next lease of life—two more disasters. 
The anti-nuclear movement has given 
anarchism its most recent influx of 
supponers and it must have come as a 
shock to many of them to read ia 
Freedom that a good proportion of 
libertarians do not believe there will be 
a nuclear war and while haling the 
deierrcni agree that it does deter. 

Most anarchists alho believe that 
living standards will conLinue to rise 
and that liberalisation—in sex, educa¬ 
tion, treatmcni of offenders, etc., will 
gather momentum—although for the 
wrong reasons. If war, living standards 
and questions oi sex, education, etc., 
are being dealt with elsewhere anar¬ 
chism’s only real beef left is £he lack 
of freedom in the modern worlds The 
struggle for freedom and responsibility 
is central to anarchism, and to put 
more entphasis on it would attract more 
supporters. .After all freedom is the one 
big thing lacking in t>eoples lives and 
in sociciy today. To stand aside from 
the rat-mce perhaps to build oases of 
aniiy in the lunatic desert of modern 
society“--communal enterprises, bootleg 
economies, various typos of mutual aid. 
The positive side of anarchism could be 
sometlting which is enjoyed in one's own 
lifetime and not postponed to the re^ 
mote future. 

This is a slow unspectacular anarch¬ 
ism. You. don't need to be proffdent 
with a machine-gun (who is?), or know' 
the exact definition of saiy-agraha, or 
know how to build barricades. No one ^ 
knows what the chances are for such 
ideas but they are one possible way 
ahead. RJ. 

























The H^wk of Chicago, 

U.S.A are Toarkclin^ Plastic model kits 
of FrankcnsleSn-s Madantc 

Tussaud's Cuillolini?- ^hc Drag Hag, 

Brother Rat Fink. Wolfman 

and King Kong* million kits 

have been markeied children. One 

Chicago mother said that a Frankenstein 
kit had cured her 9‘ycar-old son of TV 
induced terrors. "‘H® always imag* 

Jufy 25 1964 Voi 25 No 23 ining that monsters close at hand 

Now he realizes his fears are siJiy*’ 
.Alfred Bronner* M Fassatc, New 

Jersey said^ "The riH'’*iSter5 are a safe 
outlet and cxternaliJ^atioa of inner ag¬ 
gressive find anti “Social, drives". , . , 


Senator Barry GoiiJ water was chosen 




Continued from poge I 

as w'eU as tlie ginunicks to keep up 
his sales. To add to his problems 
Bloom had lo contend with a rival 
direct selling organisation. He 
sought to salve the latter headache 
by a link up (most inconsisteot 
for a self-declared monopoly-buster 
don't you think?) And the only 
way that he could wage a price- 
cutting w^ar w^as to have sufficient 
Snancial backing to operate> at a 
loss if need be, longer than his 
competitors. This he could not 
find, and he was, furthermore, loath 
to risk the millions he had salted 
away. So last week while Rolls 
advertisements were appearing on 
one page of the popular dailies the 
announcement of the winding-up of 
the Company was appearing on an¬ 
other. Bloom was hoist by his own 
petard. He challenged the mono¬ 
polists to compete and they accepted 
and gave him more than he had 
bargained fori In less than a year 
he was being driven out of business. 

There will be those, especially 
among shareholders and Bloom's 
ex-employees who will now be 
saying that Bloom is a crook% a 
swindler, a confidence-irickster. Only 
anarchists would be justified in call¬ 
ing him by these names and only be¬ 
cause they w^ould not make a disljnc- 
(ian between him and the **bjg boys” 
who have defeated him or the system 
w'hich he and they worship. For 
an e.x-Bioom-salesman who could 
make a cool £5.000 a year on door 
lo door selling, or shareholders who 
received 200 per cenL dividends, to 
expect Bloom to sacrifice his perks 
to safeguard theirs is .sheer imper¬ 
tinence as well as displaying a 
naive attitude to the capitalist 
system. Wffien the w'inds were in 
Bloom^ favour ihene were many 
who made cas> momy as w^ell as 
Blooin, ihougb he undoubtedly 
made a lot more than they did fbul 
that's ”the incentive that makes 
capiialism tick”!! And those same 
winds have blown his ship on the 
rocks; what grounds have the 
“viciims” lo belly-ache? What has 
Bloom KJ befiyache about? After 
all was he not intent on driving his 
business rivals out of business? 

'P'llE Bloom case illustrates tw^o 

points the anarchisl.s always 
m.ike: fh capitalism is not fret 
ciuerpriser coniixuilion; by its very 
naiurc il is njonapolisrn:, ^2l !i is 
argued that large sade enterpriBe^ 
are more economical than ^nuill 
ones. Bloom at the uuisci realised 
that ihey were nol; ihai they w'ere 
cumlTcrsomc. burcuucralic machines. 
Sijceens wcni to liis head. Nol con¬ 
tent wilh selling 65Q machines a 
week he look over Rolls ilnmr 
faciory in 1960 and near) doubled 
the numlier of machines available 
for sale, and ihe nrganisaiiori lo sell 
them. And it dtdn'i snip there. 
Bin as soon as he was faced with 
conipeuiion, from among oilier-, ihc 
£S2m, English Elcciric, Bloom ran 
into difficulties, Tvirly ihis year in 
his words to ihe Lrtwntf Stafhhini's 
Ciry Editor “our cosis began lo 
work out at £12 per iiKpiiry, ThaiN 
far loo much”. And overnight 
Bloom ihe boaster, the megalo¬ 
maniac, the ”Stcpney lad” who had 
struck gold wa^ made lo face the 
grim realities of capitalism. He was 
”proor’ (hat under capitalism cver>- 
hody can rise lo the top. Not onlv 


&& Reptiblican candidRit at 

San Francisco. The Republicans in¬ 
dicted ihc Democrats for not seeking to 
conquer eommimism only to achieve 
parity of power with failing to reduce 
unemployment to a ’^tolerable"* level; 
they said the Democrat had "cAploiied 
inier-raeial tensions by'eilravagani cam¬ 
paign promises without fulfilmeni" The 
Republicans promised "to implement and 
effectively execute" ihe Civil Rights Act. 
a resolution to "enfortse” the Act was 
expunged as otfensivc to the South. The 
Democrati they allege have appeared 
to set limits Oil Ameriii^'s wi]linEne.ss to 
act in South Vietnam and with a list of 
further sins of the Democrats, the Re¬ 
publicans conclude, "Have these leaders 
succesftt'utly advanced! the purposes of 
ibis migbtiesl natiola; inankind has 
known? Tragically, in each instance, 
the answer must be no. Let Ihe Demo¬ 
cratic Party stand accused?'. 

The day before the convention, hotels 
were picketed by printers protesting at 
the printing of the convention literature 
by imported strike-bribers. Other pick¬ 
ets held up posters reading: "Ringo for 
President, vole for the man with class, 
a vote for Ringo is a vole for fun." . . . 

BIRTH CONTROL 1 

Ho Solution to World lifalnutrithn 


do we know that the chinks id the 
protective urmour of capitalism are 
few, and therefore open to few^ 
Blooms, but his crash just as that 
of the Dawsons and many other 
self-made lycootis, is the inevitable 
fate in store for those who not 
content with having made a quick 
pile have also an appetite for power. 

Bloom is, in spile of his denials 
last Monday, a millionaire, and he 
has acquired his fortune in a matter 
of four ycarsj and we are sure, 
within the Law. The most skilled 
worker in his Rolls factory would 
have to work between 500 and 1,000 
years to cam a million, let alone 
salt away that much! 

We welcome Bloom's downfalL 
not because we support the bankers 
and the industriaiists who have 
engineered iL but because monopoly 
and privilege can only be combatted 
and destroyed by a popular revolu¬ 
tion and nol by the Blooms who 
fight the monopolists as the only 
way to become monopolists ihcm- 
sclves. 


SEN, Director General of the 
United Nations Food and Ag¬ 
riculture Organisation said in Rome 
earlier this month that food pro¬ 
duction must be doubled by the 
year 2000 in order to meet the 
world's minimum nutritional re¬ 
quirements, and that ”by 1980 we 
think that there will be wddespread 
famine in many parts of the world”. 
Bui neither the director nor the 
FAO can include birth control as 
among the solutions lo ibe problem 
because out of the 112 member 
nations about 25 are Catholic and 
to do so ''might hann relations with 
them”. 

This is an extraordinary attitude. 
Jt is one thing to respect peoples 
religious beliefs, quite another lo 
lo have to suppress one's own views 
in so doing. Surely at the FAO the 
calliojfc minoriiy need not attend 
discussions on birth control when 
!he majority wanis to discuss the 
subject? 

i)( course birth coatrol is not the 
main answer to the prohiem.s of 
malnulntion. which can only be 
solved by ijicrcasitjg world food pro¬ 
duct lun and distrihutirig it equitably 
among all the ix'uples of ihe world 
Birth control ai a fadky arms only 
wild I Dulural resources combined 
with know-how caJinul provide 
sufficient food for everybody. 7 his 
sjiymion has not yet arisen, and 
probably will never arise. I he 
problem today is that luilijral re¬ 
sources are nol being fully used 
hecau.se from a capita list |H)int of 
vic-W n is nol worth doing so. 

Now 11 tv inicrsling to sec that the 
Vatican observer tin ifie 1 AO hav- 
mg to reject the birth control 
sululion ftir doctrinal reu.sojis, pro¬ 
duces very intcresiiiig argnments 
along lines which most unarchisls 
would approve, Mon.signor Ligiitti, 
an American, who has been ihc 
Holy See's observer since 1946, 
argued that all tliis talk a bo at 


populalbn explosion is ‘'bunkum” 

"Tweuty^fivc years agt> Dr, O, F. 
Baker, of the US Depaitruenl c^f Agri- 
cuUure. predicted that the population 
in America would shrink. There were 
to be empty Achoolrooms. Why. even 
the predict ions nrade two years ago are 
not correct. 

"f don't think that an increase in 
population causes poverty and misery. 
Look iit liaili. The people there arc 
eating more than they did 50 years ago, 
despite the population jump. And the 
people in India, Japan, and Mexico are 
Siting more per capita than cs'Cr before. 

"Our problem is to gai rtd of surplus 
food, and what is needed is not birth 
control bui the fair disiribuiion of the 
world's goods. There are people in 
.South America, China, Pakistan, and 
other places who want to preserve the 
status quo and who Want to perpetuate 
social injustice. I aonieiitues hope the 
populutjon e.vpands and juni pushes them 
in the sea?' 

Was (he Vatican lepreseniaiivc sug- 
gtsling that a icvnlution is needed in 
some areas? "Yes, a revolution?' 

He went on to accuse the 
mcrchantiisiijg powers In the United 
Kingilom. AiJiiiruIia, the United 
Stirtes nnd elsewhere of blocking 
every attempt it) eorreci the im- 
balunce in ihc world’s food supply, 
I ivcrptiol will say that we'll ruin 
I lie wheal market ami so on.” 

A week or so jatcr tlm Monsignnr 
. amc hack lo the aflack with these 
Inrtlidgja ar.minieub- ^ 

tk WTiN nol liffivinved tiy iln; \vonii- 
nUL pic llitoiy dial IJWVI inooths 

-nulil mtan niofu Inod Ip J'jiti. ],i: 

. ,, fj,'iimcroii- iU»' "munch in dii^ 

jkiLi ' wIiicIt sAoald icdiitc ibi; vvorid '^ 
piipulatkm would the eJleti ol 

oatilying tlic suiiu* quo. .md mulicn- 
Inriy in plate- vrhciu ih>w iheic k 

.ilfiady ^ociid inta^riit = 

He Ictl dial nciTiiinrk and C cybm Imd 
given iho best in l''rule'»sin 

Arnold J uyiibcc's di*^' w irtiings uguiiist 
flu popiduriou explosion, Ihs own 
iiiiswcr I uynlicc s>uid wc don't hiU i* 
enooKh half 5^’ oil huiuv 

td tiju lieiids. I ^*^«d Iti miilte 

nioiu hats, or ebt: some of ihc 



Lemuel Penn, a negro educationist was 
returning after two weeks' duly as a 
lieutenani-coionel in the United States 
Aimy Reserve when he was shot by a 
sniper as he was driving through 
Georgia Eleven negroes arc said 10 
have disappeared from Southern stales 
in recent months, all are thought to 
have been victims of racial violence 
Byron dc la Beckwith, accused kilter of 
Mississippi negro leader Medgar Evars 
(on whom the juries could not agree in 
two trlalsL will probably never gel a 
third iriaL Meanwhile, he is back at 
his old job. selling fertilizer. Race riots 
broke out in Harlem after the shooting 
of a negro youth, another youth w-as 
killed in the riots. . . . 


The E.T.U is to vote whelher to bar 
Communists from union oflice. Maurice 
Thorez. the French CommunisI, died 
aboard a ship taking him for holiday 
to the Crimea. He retired from the 
party leadcrshtp a few' wrecks ago. in 
1939 he was called up but ffed to Russia. 
The party, in his absence, tried to obtain 
permission to publish Hiftnanite during 
the German occupation. In 1944 Thorez 
returned to Paris to join de Gatilic's 
coalition gO'vernment. It is said that 


haisS frO'm the places where they are now 
stacked up,'^ 

Where of course he appears very 
much less logical aud sound, so tar 
as we are concerned, is when he 
said that if predictions came true 
and the world became overcrowded 
“God will render man less fertile". 
That remains to be seen. But we 
agree wilh his main argument that 
as things arc at present “Birth con¬ 
trol is inconsequential to the prob¬ 
lem of world famine”, and we 
applaud his view that a world wide 
revolution is needed to redistribute 
and make the best use of the world's 
food resources and potenrialities. 
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when an officer bmught dc Gaulle 
Thorez's dossier he said. "FirYi uf all, 
he is a dcscrier." I>e Gaulle replied. 
"That shows character, anjway?'. . , , 

"Pravda" reviewt.d a rtew play on Ihe 
early ptjSl-revolutionary years unfavour¬ 
ably, saying that it showed Trotsky— 
"Lenin's sworn enemy” as loo positive 
a character. The play also gave a dis¬ 
torted picture of the party and the his¬ 
torical events of 1921 and failed to 
unmask the origins of the Kronstadt 
mutiny, or to show that the people 
behind it were anit-Bolsheviks. foreign 
imperialisLsF ^uid anarchists. . . . 

Jo MO Kf;NY.ATi.\. in England for the 
Commonwealth talks was attacked by a 
man outside the Hilton Hotel. Later, 
Marlin Webster f2l3 was charged with 
assault and threatening behaviour, John 
Tyndall fJO) was charged with using 
insulting words whereby a breach of 
the peace might be occasioned. John 
Tyndall was. on Friday, committed on 
bail for trial at London Sessions charged 
wilh stealing £40 owned by the National 
Socialist leader. Colin Jordan. The Nat¬ 
ionalist Party in Johannesburg issued a 
statement dissociating itself and the 
Government from a defence fund to 
assist the defence of Webster and Tyn¬ 
dall on the charge of the attack on Jomo 
Kenyaita. . . . 


The Chinese, in Ptioph'j! Daily and Red 
flag have accused Krushchev of aban¬ 
doning communism and ruling by a privi¬ 
leged bourgeois stralum, ''This is com- 
posed of degenerate dements from 
among the leading cadres of part) and 
Government organ izal ions, cuierprises 
and farms, as well as bourgeois iniellec- 
tuals.'* They describe Krushchev as a 
'usurper* and warn that Russia is now 
"facing an unprecedented danger of 
capitalist restoration.” Tfw Sutnltiy* Cfsi- 
zen revealed the Labour Party’s plan 
for a nationai unit trust with share 
holdings throughout industry, offering 
units for sale over posboffice counters. 
The Labour Party in the opening of 
their election campaign have taken the 
Empire Pool* Wembley (presumably 
empty), for their mass rally on Septem¬ 
ber 12th. The Conservatives arc hold¬ 
ing a rally the same day the the Fricntls” 
Meeting House. . . . 

A South London tobaLconisi was paid 
for shag by a Russian seaman' with a 
golden sovereign taken from a concrete 
ball. The tobacco nisi was asked for £2 
tor the sovereign (current market value 
£2 9sT A 'Frenchman' who was in the 
shop asked the 'Russian' if be had any 
more concrete balls. He wrote the 
figure 4,600, The lobaccomsi agreed lo 
buy Lhcm for £1,500. Some of the balls 
were left, the money paid over and the 
Russian' and the 'Frenchman' left ihe 
shop on an e.xcusc. They never returned. 
The concrete balls w^erc empty The 
two men when caught were given thirty 
months’ imprisonmenf each. . . . 


.VIr. John Bloom wilted, 

JCiN QULVOTe, 



LA.e. 

Summer School 

I'hcliw: Aspects of Arurchism, 

S. E. Parker on: Intlit irliurlism, 

Philip Holgiile on: 

\ iiitrch ivl < 'n ni tnu ti iMii. 

"X ' on: \iiarebn-SyndkullMn, 

Sat. .\ug. I it ^im. Aug. 2 at 2,30 p.m, 
Mon. Aug. 3, 2 p.m. at Lamb and Fbg, 
Romj Suvei, Ltnidon. W.C. I. 

KcqucNts foi iiccommoikiiEim to I .A,0,, 
in, Colbert Plate. I.ondon, W.C.I, 


IMKRNAJiaNAL .VN.AlK HLSr 
CAMP 

AuguM lsi-3lsl at "Camping Inter- 
uiitionar' on Route Nntionale 107 be- 
tween Andn/c ar'id St. Jean du Ci:u'd. 
River lialhing. Caves, etc. 2nd week 
devoted lo iliseusston of modern aiiaf* 
chism. 


V^celkeiitl Sclioul m Sirlke Tuctirs 

Sept ember ]9ih & ZtHh 
Biisiul Local S.W,F. 

Please ctmtncl 
M. J, Walsh, 

22 Hampton Road. Urislnl 6. 

Fee 30 Pay ns you become an eTpci t 
anarchist agiiaior. 
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FREEDOM 


Notes on 

¥N uji article in the Amcrican’Ualian 

ana rchist f on nigh 1 1 jr. L A ditnaftt. 

27/6/64, Alberto Moroni discusses the 
development of the Kalian movement 
during the post-war period. He divides 
the period Into three parts. During the 
immediate post-war years there was a 
lime when revotalion seemed possible. 
The people were armed and the state 
disarmed as a result oi the resistance 
movement and the military defeat of 
fascism, and the older militants had 
visions of something on the lines of the 
Spanish revolution* following in the 
tradition of the *‘Settimana Rossa ' and 
the Occupation of the factories. This 
optimism was dissipated when the popu¬ 
lar feelings were exploited and destroyed 
by the political opportunism of the 
parties and the unions* which in turn 
led many young raiJitants to turn to¬ 
wards anarchism from the other move¬ 
ments. Unfortunately, some of these 
comrades look with them a party poll- 
lical psychology into the anarchist 
movement, leading to splits, personal 
abuse* etc. The 'SO's saw the decline 
of political interest among the people* 
and the anarchisi movement declined 
into a col lection of isolated groups 
doing whai they could to keep publica¬ 
tions and ideas going From I960* with 
an outbreak of anti-fascist militancy in 
Genoa., the youth of Italy began to take 
a new inters in the social struggle, and 
neai anarchist opinions having been 

j i the unions and 

stated at congrtsaca 

polilicai parties of the lefl. Morom» 
article givfis the impression that allfldygh 
some new blood has come intd the anar¬ 
chist groups* there isn't really a satis¬ 
factory contact between the new feelings 
of radicalism and the specifically anar¬ 
chist movement. 

That is probably true in all European 
countries* including Bn lain where there 
is at least a large sector of personal 
co&iact between Anarchist and the 
wader movement of radical protest It 



FREEDOM PRESS 
PUBLieATIOHS 

SELECTIONS FROM TREEDOM’ 

VoJ 2 J9S2: Postscript to Posterity 
Vol 3 1953: CoJonialism on Trial 
Vol 4 1954: Living on a Volcano 
Vol 5 1955: The Immoral Moralisls 
Vol 6 1956: Oil and Troubled Waters 
Vol 7 1957: Year One—Sputnik Era 
Vol S 195@; Socialism in a Wheelcbalr 
Vol 9 1959: Print. Press A Public 
Vol 10 1960: The Tragedy o! Africa 
Vol II 1961: The People in the Street 
Vol 12 1962: Pilkington v. Beeching 
Each volume: paper 7/6 cloth ID/6 
Tba paper edition of the Selecdoiis ii 
available to readers of FREEDOM 
at 5/6 port free. 


PROUDHON 

Whai h property? cloth 42/- 

ALEXANDER BERK MAN 
ABC of Anarchism paper 1/6 

HERBERT R£^ 

Poetry A Anarcbiim paper 2/6 

ALEX COMFORT 
Delinquency 6d, 

BAKUNIN 

Marmiam* Freedom and the State 5/^ 

PAUL ELIXBACHER 

Anarch inn (Seven Exponenu of ihe 

Anaichist PhUoaopby) cloth 21/- 

FEFER KROPOTKIN 

Rcrotutionary Govemment 3d* 

RUDOLF ROCKER 
National iam and Culture 
cloth 21/- 

dtARIJi^ MARTIN 
Toarardi a Free Society 2/6 

lOHN HEWCTSON 
SemiaJ Freedom for the Young 64* 
lIl-HeaUh, Ptiveriy and the Sute 
doth t/6 paper 1/- 

VOilNE 

Nineieen-SevenLoen fThe Ruiaian 
Kevoluiion Betrayed) doth 12/6 
The Unknown Revolutjon 
(Kronstadt 1^1, Ukraine 1918-21) 
doth 12/6 _ 

TONY CIBSON 
Youth for Freedom 1/- 
Who wilt do the Diry Work? Id* 
Pood Production A Population 64, 

E. A* GUTKIND 

TKa Expanding Environment 

gUmafatad) boards 8/6 

CROTCK BAfUinT 

The Fim Perion (Setectiona) 1/6 


Maala-Ejoatee Beriierl Meiaortal 
€mmmiam€ pabiicatloaa: 
Uaria-Louiic Bemen, 1918-1949; 
A trihiBi 
doth 5/- 

lounvy Througli Utopia 
eMb i$h P8|»r 7f§ 

NoitliiV BaR Hm Wm 


THE INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENT 


inierestiiig to note that the Spanish 
C N T, is trying lo overcome such dillt- 
culties through the Group for Confed¬ 
eral Studies in Paris which is holding a 
scries of coNoquia at which representa¬ 
tives of the three 'genera I ions" of 
veterans* middle-aged and youth will 
discuss their differem outlooks on con- 
icmporary prohlcms, wiih a view to 
synthesis {Espoir 21/6/641 
Lv Monde Libertalrc (July, 1964) car¬ 
ries a communication from the Bulgarian 
movemeni in exile to the efTect that 
forced labour camps have been opened 
again in Bulgaria and according to latest 
reports leTi anarchist militants and 
numerous trotskyists, opposition com¬ 
munists, etc.* have been arrested and 


accused of the absuftJ charge of taking 
the Chinese side in international 
communist dispute, 

A new growth of interest in the 
psychological iheories of Wilhelm Reich 
seems to be springing up- and an appeal 
has been issued ^r funds to republish 
‘The Sexual Revolution" in French. 

The Dutch group which publishes the 
monthly anarchist journal De Vrife 
have begun to publish extracts from 
Elzbacher's work Anarchism in the form 
of a series of p^rtiphlcU The first is 
“The ideas of William Godwin". 

This month’s issue of Bcfrcimig (Mtihl- 
heirn) eomains a fcjnmdcr that it is the 
thirtieth anniversary of the murder of 
the German anarchist Erich Miihsam 


in Sachsenhausen conccntralion camp, 
and contains two of his poems. Be¬ 
cause of its numerically smaJl size, the 
German movement is little known in 
England* and deserves much more inter¬ 
est because it had to try to force 
roots into un receptive soil and also 
because in the years immediately follow¬ 
ing the first world war it was faced wiih 
a revolutionary sTfualion in many parts 
of the country. 

When these notes appear in print, the 
fnicmaiional Anarchist Congress at 
Buckeburg will be beginning, and anar¬ 
chists throughout the world will want 
to send their greetings and hopes that 
the Congress will make a useful contri¬ 
bution to anarchist thought. 


Down with Militarism! 


jpREDE RICK rHE GREAT is credited 
with having said that if his soldiers 
began to think* not one of them would 
remain in his service* Although it il 
not explicitly mentioned* this fact lies 
behind political controversy that has 
been taking place in Western Germany 
for the Iasi few weeks* 

W'^hen the rearmament of Gerfriany by 
the W^estem powers w^as agreed to, less 
than ten years after the defeat of Hiller’s 
army and the pretence that German 
militarism had been crushed, never to 
rise again, a number of so-called “safe¬ 
guards" were written into the constitu¬ 
tion of the Bundeswchr. At that time 
it was even suggested hy supporters of 
German rearmament that k was better 
for it to Jake place under the democratic 
guidance of the victors than to be striven 
for by German nationalists* Now, after 
another ten years, one of the personal 
representatives of the famous safeguards, 
a parliamentary overseer of the Bundes- 
wehr* has written a series of articles in 
an illustrated magazine, "Quick", expos¬ 
ing the fact that the 
living up to the norms laid out for it 
in ihe constitution* but was developing 
into a “stale within a state". 

It is interesting to have a look at the 
career of the critic. Vice-Admiral Heye* 
who in the t920'*s was a soldier in the 
so-called "Free Corps" which fought 
against the revolution in Germany at 
the end of the first world war and suc¬ 
ceeded in drowning it in blood, and who 
apparently played the role of a loyal 
soldier during the Nazi regime, com¬ 
manding a U-boat during the war. 
Nevertheless, he has engaged in what 
Der Spiegel calls his most difficult strug¬ 
gle* that against his own colleagues. 

Even the presentation of criticism 
against the way the Bundeswehr is being 
run can be dangerous, and a mfliiarv 
commander found it necessary to issue 
a proclamation calling on soldiers to 
pull together and maintain their loyalty, 
and said that several acts of "indiscip- 
hne" had been caused as a direct result 
of the series of articles. It is significant 
that much of the oppo.sition to Heyes 
attitude has consisted not in altempts lo 
refute what he says, but in attacks on 
him for publisbing his findings in a 
weekly illustrated magazine, where ii 
weould be read by millions of ordinary 
people, instead of allowing them to 
lie hidden m the files of a parliamentary 
report* 

Briefly. Hcyes crttidsm starts froni 
Ihe declaration that the Gcrnuin Jaws 
setting up Ihc llundeswchr. which de¬ 
pends on CO n sc ri pi ion. that the soldier 
it a ciii/cii in unifonn. and jctains the 
same rights of free speech and access 
lo Jaw as any other cilizcn. Ills report 
Jisis numerous cases in winch Ibis 
liherty ol tJic soldier-subject has not 
been respecicd, and claims lhat these 
dernonsiratc the I u "stale wilhm Ihe 
state" has grown up in the army, t aici 
tm he withdrew the suggestion that thin 
had a political meaning and wiid that 
he merdy meant it Jn a SAJciologituJ 
sense. 

Hoyu deserses udiiiirulion for ihe fact 
I hat being a stildicr himself, he luis t>cen 
able t<} corne mjt against the practico 
I hut go on in I he army, and that he ha» 
done it in un illusirated weekly when he 
found th«l no-one wai Jistemng lo his 
more formal reportirig. Howevor, in ;t 
way he i» being illogical and confused, 
because no army car* function cfTeclivdy 
unless it doex forbid ils soldieni the 
right to think for themselves and protest 
to magisiratci against Ihe way they arc 


treated, and it must Iherefore hy ils \ery 
nature develop into a* state within a 
state* 

For years anarchists have devgted a 
parriCtljur amouiit of propaganda Lo 
anti-imlitarist activities and this has 
been partly out of a feeling akin to 
pacifist ideology, that the destruction 
of fife and humans produce that js 
caused by wafi ihe hateful society that 
we live in shows Its greatest vicious ness 
and that it must be brought to an end. 
To anarchists however, the spirit of 
militarisni is also an evil in itself be¬ 
cause of the way it induces an attitude 
of obedience* because it crystallises rn 
an extreme form the hierarchical power 
structure that is to be found throughout 
society and makes the surrender of 
personal respons^ility" into a great 
virtue* 

WhaleN'er the pretended safeguards 
that well meaning liberals try to set up 
w^hen an army is created* it is inev itablc 
tliat it becomes a state within a state, 
simply 

handed the power to dominate (he lives 
of others* it is ^difficurt task to lake 
that power away oom them, particularly 
if in the process they have ajitied them- 
selv^es with guns and tanks and are 
clamouring for atomic weapons* 

While the fact that a section of the 
German olficial political organisation* 
led by a conservative is critical of these 
military developments is interesting* and 
It is diflicuk to imagine a similar wave 
of criticism in England among the pillars 
of the establishment, they are wrong in 
thinking that the evils of military organ¬ 
isation can be swept aside w^hile the 


FIHGS 


Travel 

1 seat in Utilobu.^ leaving Dover 
7.30 p.m.* Friday August 7th lor 

2 weeks at IntcrtialionaJ Camp. For 
details write Alban, 55, Stalion 
Road* Hailshani, Susse.x. (Phone: 
Hailsham 358), 

Homer Lane Sociel) 

Can you help the Homer Lane 
Socieiy with ils project to esiablUh 
a Communily for Dislurbcd Child¬ 
ren. Write to Roy Frye, 14 Ainger 
Road, N.W.3. for further informu- 
lion. 

I'Mirm Wi>rk Waniiul 

( oniiiuJe and his girl wani work 
on the land in remnle country place 
to gel away from the Londim ’mt- 
r[it'e\ Any oflent to PC, c.o I ree- 
doin Pre%s, 

“Freediiiir hellers l^anfcd 

for Street-curnets. Hyde Park and 
pobJic meetings f *el in tiiuch with 
Peter ruiner, cm iTecdoni Press. 

Aall-F.leiihHi 

Ani i -ejee i i on ca ni pa i go a d va nc i ng 
to Hrtron's Coon border. Please 
help fiverthrow futile system. Meet 
for leuflctllnit 21 Rumbold Road, 
S.W,6., Monctiy. 27th 8 p.m. 

ff you 

that your ‘flugg' ai« worth jnclusion 
in thii column M lm know 



structure of authoritarianism remains in 
society* 

In his report to ijarliament which 
Vicc-admiral Hcye submitted, and the 
lack of response to which led him lo 
publish in "'Quick", a list of brutalities 
of military officers against their men is 
catalogued culminating in the notorious 
Nagold trial when the treatment of 
conscripts led to the death of a young 
solcfler on a forced march. 

Towards the end of bis third article 
m "Quick”, the vic^-admiral says that 
sooieone once accused him of doing 
something revoluliona^>^ to which he 
had to laugh* and remarks that if the 
development of civil courage among 
troops is revolutionary, then he is. 

However, if instead of stopping at the 
encouragement of soldiers to report 
brutality among the officers to a civil 
taw court (which is not as far as T fcnow^ 
possible to English soldiers)* the soldiers 
had been urged to refuse to submit to 
the treatment handed out to them: 
instead of the word play on "citizens 
in uniform" they had been urged to 
decide for ihemscives whether they are 
making a contribulion to society by 
serving in its atmv or whether they 
would be better off doing something 
else: then it would certainly have been 
revolutionary and would have led lo a 
more violent clash between anti-mili¬ 
tarists and the slate machine, since as 
Frederick the Great realised* thinking 
by soldiers is incompatible with the e.x- 
isience of an amiy* 

The fact that the army is a state 
with in a Mate is not dangerous because 
il detracts from the benevolent authority 
of the broader state as the liberals 
mainLain* It is rather that militarism, 
a necessary appendix of e\'ery national 
authority expresses in a heightened, 
extreme form the aspects of authority 
that anarchists want to see abolished* 
The solution is not for the parliament 
to try to enforce democratising legisla- 
iton, but for the soldiers themselves and 
the potential conscripis to vote with 
their feet. p.H, 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 
MSOWSION MEETINGS 

FItM Tue«dfty in »ch month at 8 p.iiL 
at Jean and Tony Smyihe's Ground 
Floor Flat* 88, Park Avenue, Enfield, 
Middlesex. 

3rd Wedn«Ndiiy of each month at lack 
Robioion and Mary Canipa**. 21* 
Rumbold Road, S,W,6 (off King's Road)* 
8 p.m. 


Frooiom weekly 

FRJeEDOM y puBUited 44 Hum 
m om avary Satvrday «xc«ft 
Ihe llrrt la tack noarfb. 

Mttorehy monthly 

AtNAHCltY (2/3 or 3« c««ta r«« fiw). 
m 32 *pag* {minal of —rrfcW M o m. 
il IMiblUod 12 tlBM ■ yMTIM IhO 

ini Soianiitr wi li . 


roKal SiAOTrivIlM Ram lo FREBDOM 

mmIt 

I y«ar |40 isMiwf l9/“ iU*S. |i] 

4 m«dki (24 lt«a«il 10/- (|l 54) 

I maidAit (10 iiiu«) I/- (t0,7il 

SfoelaJ Hnkmtipiym RmNi 
for 2 coflM FREEDOM 

I v«ar (40 bt4»a«) 30/- {U.%. i4*50t 
4 mMtlit (20 i»au*i) 16/-- f|2*2S) 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 
OF RRITAIN 

Co-ordinating Secretary: Tom Jickaoa* 
10 Giibert Place* London, W.C,1. 


LONDON FEDERATION 
OF ANARCHISTS 

Secretary: Arthur Uloth, c/o 17a Max¬ 
well Road* London. S,W.6. 


London Anarchist Gronp 

‘T.amb and Flag"* Rost Street, Cevent 
Garden, W.C.2, (near Garrick and King 
Streets; Leicester Square tube)* 7.45 p.ou 
JULY 26 Mike Walsh of Bristol on, 
rhe ^Ving Meniulity 

Hotting Hill Anarchist Groug 

Secretary N.H,A,G.* 5 Colvitle Kousoi, 
London. W.IL 


REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 

Birmingham Group 

Peter Neville* 

12 South Grove, Erdington* Btraiinf- 
ham. 23. 

Bristol Federation 

IrregulEf meetijxgs-^nquiriei to 

c/o Marlin Howells, 7 Richmond Dale, 

Clifton, Bristol 8. 

Meets Sundays (weather and circum- 
stances peTmitting), 3.30 p.m, on Che 
Downs (Blackboy Hill), 

Dundee Group 

Contact Rod Cameron* 

0 Westfield Place, Dundee, 

Edinburgh Group 

Enquiric.s to; Douglas Trueman, 13 
Northumberland Street, Edinburgh 3* 
Meetings every Monday at Rob Hains- 
worth* 10 Jacacia .Street, Edinburgh* 

Glasgow Federation 

Enquiries to Ronnie Alexander, c/o 
Kennedy, 112 Glcnkirk Drive, GlasgoWp 
W.5. 

Manchester Group 

Meetings alternate Tuesdays. Details 
from Graham Leigh* 5, Mere ClosCt 
Sale* Cheshire. 

Hayes and District 

Contact Mike Wakeman* 

12 Hoppner Road, Hayes, Middlesex* 

Tunbridge Wells Group 

Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in month at 
J. D. Gilbert-Rolfc, 4 Mount Sion, 
Tunbridge Wells. Stissex. 8 p.m. 

Plymouth 

Fred Spiers, 35 Ridge Park Avenne, 
Mutiey* Plymouth. 


PROPOSED GROUPS 

HEREFORD 

Peter A Maureon Ford, 9 Poole Clcac* 
Hereford 

SHEFFIELD 

Peter Lee, 745 Eccleahall Road, Sheffield, 


Tyneside Federation 

Enquiries: Dave Wallace. 64 Bel ford 
Avenue* Horsley Mill, South Sbieldi, 
Co* Durham. 


Lant TKaraday in month: 

At George Hayes', 174 McLecid Rosd* 

S£.2. 

lad Friday at Brian Leslie's* 242 Ames- 
bury Avenue, S.W.2 (Streatham Hill* 
Nr. Station). 

3N Prt^ e»db mafith at 8 p.a;L at 
Dnoalid A Itme RooumX 14Sa Fellows 
Road. Swiss Coctape* K*W,3* 

Wimlilcdoii S,W*|9* last Sniurday of 
each month. 8 p,m. Phone WIM 2849, 


Ak Mail StiheerifClmi Radas to 
FREEDOM 0^7 

I yuf [40 ioHiM) 46/- (17*00) 


CxMahiasd Satsrriptkw lo FREEDOM 
awl ANARCHY 

12 rnendii 40/- fU.S* 6 Csnadt H,00) 
4 ftioidki 20/- (|3l 

3 meitbi 10/4 (ll-fO) 

Sperlal SuhaaiiitinD Rates for Z coplsa 
12 menthi 43/- (U.$, 6 CaAsdt $9.00) 

4 mondii 11/4 (|4*S0) 


AIR MAIL Sobaaipfioa Rales 
(FUEEDOM by Air Mail, 

ANARCHY hj Swtace MoU) 

12 meitlii 46/- (U.S. t Censda $9.60) 


Ch«qii»i. f*0,i end Monty Ordsn should 
W meds out to HtEEDOM PRESS crouW 
t/c PsyH^ and sddrewed to lli« pubtlihen: 

Froodom Press 

17* MAXWELL iOAO 
LONDON. S.W.». ENOLANO 
T*l: RENOWN 17J4. 









































